
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 16 May 2019] 

 p3517b-3518a 
Hon Alanna Clohesy 

 [1] 

SUICIDE — MATES IN CONSTRUCTION 
Statement 

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [5.45 pm]: Recently, Mates in 
Construction, the charity that aims to reduce suicide amongst Australian construction workers, held its annual 
fundraising lunch. It was the first one in years that I have not been able to attend for personal reasons. I was upset 
about it, but I understand that Hon Bill Johnston, MLA, Minister for Industrial Relations, ably represented the 
government. He is a fine man, and follows a good football team. 

The lunch was attended by over 350 industry representatives. The proceeds raised will go towards suicide 
prevention in the construction industry. Services such as Mates in Construction and the money raised at this 
fundraising lunch are vital because we know that each year more than 190 construction workers in Australia die 
as a result of suicide. Approximately 40 of those people were based in Western Australia or were Western Australian. 

One of the features of this year’s lunch was the Mates Helping Mates industry awards for outstanding leadership 
in improving mental health outcomes for workers and their families in the Western Australian building and 
construction industry. I would like to congratulate Probuild Constructions’ Chris Muir and Dean Brooker, who 
were joint individual winners. Chris and Dean were recognised for their joint efforts to promote better worker 
mental health, including rolling out the Mates program to the accreditation standard for over 600 workers at 
Probuild’s Murray Street project in Perth. I would also like to congratulate PACT Construction for winning the 
organisation award. PACT was recognised for its ongoing commitment to see workers on all their projects 
having access to the Mates program and for its strong advocacy for improving mental health and reducing 
suicide in the construction industry. Congratulations to all involved in the Mates lunch and in the Mates service 
provision, to the Mates board and to CEO Brad Geatches. To all staff, thank you for the work that you are doing 
and for your commitment. 
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